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Braille all over
the world



In this edition of The Lantern, Perkins shares with you the world-wide celebration
of Louis Braille’s 200th birthday. Perkins also marks its 180th year of service.
Both events are worth noting. Braille’s invention essentially handed a pen and
paper to future generations of people who are blind. Perkins School for the
Blind has reached out to make sure all who need that pen and paper have had
access to it.

The result has been a legacy of success, which you will read about in the
following pages. On page 4, you’ll meet Samantha, a Perkins student who courts
very realistic dreams of becoming a braille translator – after she finishes college.
Like any teenager, she loves to check her email, talk on her cellphone, and
cruise the Internet. Without braille, she tells us, none of this would be possible.

You will also read about Perkins International Advisory Board Chair Paul Polman’s
bid to promote braille literacy in Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania by making
braillers available to all needy children in those countries. And Braille & Talking
Book Library Director Kim Charlson will introduce you to the artistic uses of braille.

In all of these stories, we continue to celebrate the possibilities that your
support has allowed Perkins to uncover. We thank you for putting your faith
in us, now, and in the future.

Sincerely,

Steven M. Rothstein
President, Perkins School for the Blind
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woman. She uses the tactile language
code daily to take class notes, read
food labels, check her email, and
navigate the Perkins campus, where
she has studied for more than five
years. Though she loves the JAWS
technology that reads text aloud
from her computer screen, it’s braille
that gives her
the most confi-
dence in her
daily routines.

“It’s so basic!
Without braille,
I wouldn’t know
if the menu said
‘chicken pot pie’
or ‘liver and
onions,’” says
Samantha, (not
a fan of liver).
“Sometimes I
think my mother
wishes I couldn’t
read the braille
menu. Then she
could order me
something healthy.”

In December 2008, Samantha’s
braille skills earned her top honors
in the Perkins’ Braille & Talking Book
Library essay competition. Her entry
illustrates the continued relevance
of braille as a teaching tool.

“At Perkins we introduce the students
to most of the new technologies,
but we emphasize braille wherever
possible. It is the most valuable
written communication tool our
students can use,” says Perkins
English teacher Roz Rowley. “It
never breaks. It’s always available.
And, as you can see from Sam,

mastering braille is a source of
great pride.”

It also means freedom to learn.

“Though computers are helpful
for some writing, math and science
would be almost impossible (without
braille) because I'd have to verbally

dictate my an-
swers to people
and not have
anything in front
of me to visualize
the concept,”
writes Samantha
in her essay.
“Readers would
have to write
my homework
assignments for
me and read
my textbooks.”

Samantha
bristles at that
thought. Like
most teenagers,
she is itching for

the independence that braille provides.
Using her braille notetaker and
printer, she has already completed
two college courses – one at Lesley
University and the other at Mt. Ida
College. She has learned Spanish and
French braille, and often competes in
braille translation competitions. After
Perkins, she plans to earn a college
degree and pursue a career as a
braille transcriber.

Rowley thinks Samantha’s dreams
are on track.

“She will do well because she has
great writing skills, great ideas, and
the braille skills to back them up.”
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At the age of 3, when Samantha
first grasped the power of braille,
it was as though someone gave her
the keys to the kingdom. Once that
gate was opened, she never
looked back.

“After I finished my first book, I said
‘Mommy, now I can read books by
myself and tuck you into bed!’” she
says. “It was really cool.”

Sixteen years later, braille is still
“really cool” to this ambitious young
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Samantha will read her own
bedtime stories, thankyou

campus

Samantha practicing for a Braille Challenge competition

Karen Mcgrath, left, joined her daughter, essay
winner Samantha at the State House on Jan. 14.
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This January, Perkins students Kara
and Chastity made sure their class-
mates and teachers will sing their
praises long into the future. Taking
the Dwight Hall stage for their senior
recital, they performed a variety of
songs, from show tunes like “It’s
DeLovely” to spirituals like
“Motherless Child.”

“Recitals at Perkins are the culmination
of a lot of hard work. We will have
nearly 10 recitals this spring alone,”
said Perkins Music Director Arnie
Harris. “Chastity and Kara have
worked for years with voice
teacher Jennie O’Brien, and their

performances
prove that the
hard work paid
off. They have
a lot to be
proud of.”

All that toil does
not diminish
their joy in
learning and
singing—
especially
songs with a universal theme that
everyone can relate to. “They’re all
about love,” Chastity says with a
giggle, “I like singing about love!”

www.Perkins.org 7

Something to sing about

Fans of the PBS cartoon series Arthur
learned some important lessons
about acceptance during several
episodes that Perkins School for the
Blind sponsored that include Marina,
a character who is blind. In one
segment, show regular, Prunella
receives a braille copy of a Harry

Potter-type novel by mistake and
Marina helps her read it. The two
become fast friends proving that
their common love of reading is
stronger than any differences. “It’s
very powerful for kids who are visually
impaired to see themselves in
cartoons because all kids love
cartoons,” says Rob Hair, Perkins
Lower School Education Director.
“And in this case, Marina was the
hero because she could read the
book in braille. She showed Prunella
that there are different ways to read.
One parent told me that she was
going to watch it with the whole
family.” Perkins held two Arthur
viewing parties on campus. Another
segment with Marina will air May 13
on Boston’s WGBH-TV.

While her classmates studied and
socialized, Micheline Slattery spent
her teen years cooking, cleaning,
and bracing for the next beating.
Sold into slavery at the age of 5,
Slattery, a native of Haiti, endured
12 years of brutality before escaping
her captors in Connecticut. Now 31
and a geriatric nurse, she spoke
about her journey to freedom as a
part of Perkins’ Martin Luther King
Jr. Day program.

“They were the darkest years of my
life,” said Slattery, who now works
with the Boston Anti-Slavery Group,
a non-profit whose mission is to
stamp out slavery worldwide. “I was
abused in every way imaginable...
I thought God was trying to punish

me for one
reason or
another.”

President
Steven M. Rothstein said Slattery’s
message is particularly resonant
with the Perkins community.

“Like Dr. King, Micheline showed
a courage that transcended her
circumstances,” he said. “At Perkins,
this is what we try to instill each
day, in every classroom.”

Added Slattery, “I spoke today
because I want people to know that
I am not special,” she said. “In Haiti
and the United States, there are
thousands like me, but that doesn’t
make it okay.”

A message of triumph and hope

Reading between the lines

campus

Education Director Rob Hair speaks to students
prior to viewing Arthur

Chastity, post recitial

Perkins student Shaun, inset, had some questions for guest speaker
Micheline Slattery, left
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Years ago, Jennifer remembers
explaining to her young daughter,
Kelly, why they were taking her
brother to a “funny sounding” doctor.
Blind since birth, the toddler wanted
to know what an ophthalmologist is.

“An ophthalmologist is where we
take you when you have problems
with your eyes,” her mother said.

“But Mom I don’t have any problems,”
the little girl returned.

That’s precisely the attitude that her
parents want to nurture in Kelly,

now 7, and a second grader in the
Albany Public Schools. It’s also why
the family gladly drives more than
three hours each way to bring Kelly
to several Perkins Outreach Short
Course weekends each year.

“She really looks forward to being
on an equal footing with all of the
other kids,” said Jennifer as she
picked up her daughter from
Perkins’ Louis Braille 200th Birthday
Party Outreachweekend on February 1.
“She knows that people aren’t going
to say ‘come see this.’
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Instead, they’ll say ‘come smell this,
come touch this, come get involved.’
It’s not something she usually hears
in her regular school classroom, and
she really notices the difference.”

Kelly also knows she’ll connect with
old friends like Kathleen, whom she
met at a previous outreach weekend.

“We make up monster stories and
tell them to each other,” says Kelly
of her pal. “They are not stories that
are for the rest of the world.”

Each year, Perkins offers several
Outreach Short Courses – weekend
sleepovers that give public school
students who are blind or visually
impaired a chance to learn new
skills in a socially upbeat, supportive
environment. Upcoming weekends
include horticulture, science, college
survival skills, personal appearance,
and creative arts.

“Excuse me for being greedy, but I
sign up for the next one as soon as
the application comes out,” says
Gregory, whose son, Anthony, 9, is
visually impaired. “I want him to see
how people [with visual impairments]
cope, how they live. It’s really building

his confidence.”

For the kids, though, the weekends
don’t have high-brow agendas.
They’re just plain fun. Kelly was
thrilled to use olives to write her
name in braille on her pizza. Anthony
was breathless from chasing his
buddy Alex. And all of the kids
squealed with delight when the
candles on Louis Braille’s birthday
cake were blown out.

Onanequal footing

community

Help us reachmore people
For each dollar you give to Perkins’ Short Course Outreach

Weekends (up to $50,000), TheWeezie Foundation will give

another two (up to $100,000) which means your gift is tripled.

For more information on this opportunity, or to

participate contact www.perkins.org/give.

Jennifer and Kelly

Kelly fell asleep while reading a favorite bedtime story during the Perkins Louis Braille
Birthday Weekend
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Both sides of the
Massachusetts legislature
joined Perkins and 12 area
blindness organizations to
showcase braille literacy and
its importance. On January 14,
Governor Deval Patrick
declared January Braille
Literacy Month in honor of
Louis Braille’s 200th birthday.
In addition to a scrumptious
birthday cake (featuring a
likeness of Braille himself),
lawmakers and others were
able to try out the Perkins
Brailler®. Highlighting the
event were appearances by
Senate President Therese
Murray, Commissioner for the Blind and Perkins alum Janet LaBreck, Braille
& Talking Book Library Director Kim Charlson, and the three essayists who
won the BTBL’s “How Braille Made an Impact on my Life” – Samantha,
Kayla and Timothy.

On February 5, Yegue Badigue
added another highlight to a life that
is already full of triumphs.

The 2003 Perkins graduate stepped
onto the parquet at Boston’s TD
BankNorth Garden to accept the
Boston Celtics Foundation’s Heroes
Among Us Award. Crowds stomped
and cheered as the 26-year-old Chad
native and his fiancee joined sports
icons Paul Pierce, Kevin Garnett, and
Kobe Bryant to receive the award,
which is given at each home game
to a person who has made a
tremendous impact on the lives
of others.

That’s an apt description of Badigue,
a Gordon College senior who was
born blind and rendered partially
deaf by a massive dose of anti-malaria
medication. Since leaving his home-
land 10 years ago to pursue an
education, he has become a example
to all who meet him. Fluent in six
languages, and able to play five
instruments, he is always scanning
the horizon for what he calls his
“next undreamable surprise.”

“I hope to join the team of making
a difference, being productive, and
bringing economic empowerment to
those left behind,” he says.

A hero among champions Braille represented at State House

Sending your child off to college, training, or that first job is never easy for any
parent. For parents of children who are blind, deafblind or visually impaired,
this rite of passage often causes palpable anxiety.

The Second Annual Envision the Future Conference, held at Perkins on March
14, sought to ease this stress by giving parents information on a variety of
transition resources. The daylong conference featured workshops on housing,
estate planning, community living skills, and Social Security, among other
things. Attendees were grateful to have their questions squarely answered.

“We’d like to see all children successfully placed,” says Rob Hair, the Education
Director of Perkins’ Lower School. “For some that means going to college.
Others might do better in a group home or sheltered workshop. Knowing
which option is right for your child is what many find frightening. With
information, it becomes less scary.”

community

Envisioning the future

From left, Perkins Library Director Kim Charlson and the
three essay winners, Samantha, Kayla, and Perkins
Outreach alumnus Timothy Vernon.

Yegue Badigue, second from the right, is flanked by his fiancée Jessica Lynn Andrew, left, and
Celtics icons Paul Pierce and Kevin Garnett, right. Lakers players Kobe Bryant and Derek Fisher also
joined them on the podium.



Most days, Paul Polman rises at
6 a.m. to run on the treadmill in his
London office. The busy Unilever
chief executive says the exercise
gives him time to think about work,
and to maintain his stamina for the
ultra-competitive business world.
But those close to Polman know
that his motivation has deeper roots.

Polman, 52, plans to run the 2009
Boston Marathon to raise $100,000
for the Kilimanjaro Blind Trust (KBT),
a Perkins-supported charity that
seeks to put Perkins Braillers in the
hands of blind and visually impaired
children in Tanzania, Uganda, and
Kenya. The charity also trains people
to repair and maintain the machines.

His 26-year-old son, Christian, plans
to run alongside Paul.

“Our family has always had a
competitive spirit, but this goes
beyond competition,” says Christian,
a Boston area resident. “We are
attracted to this challenge because
what you see in this cause is the
ability of others to rise above, to
face enormous challenges and
improve their lives. We train hard,
but we know people who are blind
face even greater challenges. That’s
incredibly motivating.”

The elder Polman, who chairs Perkins
International Advisory Board, started
the KBT in 2005, after climbing Mt.
Kilimanjaro alongside six hikers who
are blind. Christian and his brother
Sebastian were also on that expedition.

Ever the pragmatist, Paul is quick to
point out the economic necessity of
KBT’s work:

“Braille is a child’s pen and paper.
It’s the basis of literacy. And in Africa,
literacy plays a huge role in a person’s
ability to compete, to get ahead.
We’ve developed a good infrastructure
on the ground, so the braille machines
are actually getting to the people
who need them.”

For Braille & Talking Book Library
Director Kim Charlson, the high
point a recent trip to Paris was not
so much the UNESCO conference
in which she mingled with other
educators for the blind from 46
countries. It wasn’t even the chance
to formally introduce her new book,
Drawing with your Perkins Brailler to
an international audience – though
that was certainly thrilling.

The single most exciting moment
came when Charlson visited the
Coupvray birthplace of Louis Braille,
the inventor of the braille.

“I could literally feel shivers going
up my spine when I walked into
Braille’s home [now a museum],”
said Charlson. “Then one of the
curators opened the glass case and
let me hold Louis Braille's slate. It was
made of dark wood and very shiny.”

Her reverie was short-lived. As
one of the presenters at the official
Commemoration of the Bicentenary
of Braille’s Birth, Charlson was very
much in demand by other attendees
who wanted to know when they
could get a copy of her book. In it,
she gives step-by-step directions on
how to use a braille writer to create 28
different pieces of art. Pictures range
from an elephant to a school bus.

“My book hadn't been released
in English yet, but a woman from
Germany was asking me when she
could order,” says Charlson. “It's a
natural for kids, especially since they
hear so much about drawing from
classmates or siblings. Now, children
who are blind can make pictures
too. Many adults that I have talked
to have never had a chance to draw
are interested in it as well."
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Perkins family

Perkins Library Director Kim Charlson

A race with a purpose

From left, Christian and Paul Polman on their
way up Mt. Kilimanjaro in 2005

Mais oui, anyone can draw

Find out more about the 15 people who are on
the Perkins Boston Marathon Team.

Visit www.perkins.org/boston-marathon/perkinsteam.html[ ]



Perkins family
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Frederic M. Clifford’s relationship with
Perkins School for the Blind extends far
beyond his November 2008 election as
the Chair of the School’s Board of
Trustees. It goes even farther back than
his 1986 appointment to the board. Fred’s
first memory of Perkins comes from his
childhood, when he accompanied his
father, a physician, on visits to patients
who were students here. Those visits
apparently gave Fred a perspective that
would never leave him.

“Perkins students and staff have been an
inspiration to me for well over 30 years,”
Clifford said. “My fellow trustees embody
the vision of possibility we see at work at
the school and in the school’s outreach
both to the community and to its many
international programs.”

Clifford took the reigns from Janet B.
James, who stepped down as Chair but
will continue to serve as a Trustee. Joining
the Board in November was Thomas Hehir,
a Harvard School of Education professor
and former Director of the Office of Special
Education within the U.S. Department
of Education.

In some ways, Sergei Sorokin was
prepared for his role as the Director of
Perkins International by his father.

“I seldom heard him give an answer to
a question. He most often answered a
question with another question,” says
Sergei, a native of Russia who joined the

Welcome

Perkins staff in November 2008. “And I
am thankful for that, because it trained
me to question my assumptions, to leave
my prejudices behind me when I take on
new challenges.”

Sorokin comes to Perkins from Sweden,
where, he held numerous positions in
special needs education, most recently
as Chief Executive Officer for MoGard,
a private non-profit that provides social
services for people who are deaf
and deafblind.

New Superintendent of Schools Dorinda
Rife says her fascination with sight started
in grade school, when she received her
first pair of glasses.

“All of my visits to the eye doctor were
fascinating. I loved learning about how
things work,” says Rife, who began at
Perkins this winter. “I’m still that way.
Put me in a lecture on low-vision and
I’m thrilled.”

Over the last two decades, Dorinda
has held many positions in the field of
education, from itinerant teacher of the
blind to orientation and molbility specialist.
She comes to us from the Arizona School
for the Blind where she was the principal.

“The beauty of working at Perkins is that
there’s a full continuum of services. We
have a school for the blind. We have a
low-vision clinic. We teach teachers,”
she says. “We really have all the options.”

Perkins has a fortunate history of attracting dedicated individuals to our work. That tradition continues with these recent additions to our board and staff.

Frederic M. Clifford

Sergei Sorokin

Dorinda Rife



Hubert Kafui Ahlijah, right, is seen here with one of his many students in Mampong, Ghana

progress, but not as much as
we wished.”

That perspective says a lot about
Hubert, who, at the time, had already
ascended to a respected professional
position: Assistant Head Master at
the Demonstration School for the
Deaf & Blind. After nearly four
decades of teaching in Ghana, he
had a feeling that there would always
be more to learn about teaching
children who are deafblind.

His year-long study at Perkins
confirmed that hunch. It also motivated
him to seek creative solutions to the
unique challenges facing children in
Mampong, Ghana.

Calendar boxes are a good example.
At Perkins, Hubert had learned to
use a series of plastic bins to teach
students how to establish routines
and manage daily tasks. In Ghana,
those bins were unavailable, but
there was an abundance of rice
bags. Hubert made do by using the
bags instead of the bins. His students
learned new skills.

Hubert also tackled the troubling
issue of transition by starting an
outreach program for students who
were about to graduate from the
Demonstration School.

For some, this entailed weekly walks
to nearby community organizations,
including an orthopedic hospital and
an orphanage. These simple trips
gave students a chance to navigate
local roadways and to interact with
people who are not blind. For others,
the outreach meant part-time work
at a local water purification plant, an

activity that provided structure and a
small measure of social acceptance.

In all cases, the exposure helped to
bridge the gap that often develops
between people who are sighted
and those who are blind and
visually impaired.

Hubert’s passion and intelligence
don’t surprise his Perkins mentor,
Assistant Education Director of the
Deafblind Program, Martha Majors:
“Hubert has provided a new style
of leadership, energy, and optimism
toward developing learning environ-
ments for children who are deafblind
in Ghana.”

One of the first things Ghana native
Hubert Kafui Ahlijah learned when
he enrolled in Perkins’ Educational
Leadership Program (ELP) was to,
in his words, “face the solutions”
in deafblind education.

“We used only [our] experience
about blind education to work with
students who are deafblind – using
our own ingenuity,” he said of his
teaching philosophy prior to coming
to Perkins in 2005. “We made

16 The Lantern www.Perkins.org 17

From rice bags to calendar boxes:

Lessons travel from Perkins
to Ghana

around the world

Students in Ghana learning braille
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around the world

When Steve Perreault begins talking
about the 18 Perkins-sponsored
teachers who defended their
academic theses in Argentina in
December, the conversation turns
into a lesson on the multiplier effect.

“Those 18 are now infused into an
educational system that will impact
training in 70 schools. Those schools
will help train as many as 400 teachers
who will, eventually reach up to
1,100 kids who are deafblind or who
have multiple disabilities,” says
Perreault, the Coordinator of Hilton
Perkins’ Latin America programs.

Perkins created this one-time
partnership between Chile’s
Metropolitan University and
Argentina’s Cabred University to
bring new academic opportunities to
Argentinean education professionals.
Ultimately, it’s more than a numbers
game, says Perreault: “For many
years these children were excluded
from education partly due to the lack
of trained teachers. This partnership
highlights the methodology and
importance of educating all children,
including those who are deafblind
or who have multiple disabilities.”

In Argentina: the multiplier effect of hope

Perkins International brought its
message of inclusive education and
expanded braille literacy to the United
Nations Education Scientific and
Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO)
International Conference on Education,
held in Geneva, Switzerland. The
discussion centered on how best to
achieve UNESCO’s decade-long
“Education for All” initiative. Perkins
President Steven M. Rothstein and
Perkins International Director Sergei
Sorokin distributed a position paper,
“Advancing Education for All Children

who are Blind or Visually Impaired
with Multiple Disabilities.” The two
men also spoke with education
ministers from around the globe
about how Perkins can help grow
educational opportunity in different
settings. “Less than 10 percent of
the children with disabilities in the
developing world have access to
education,” Rothstein explained.
“The UNESCO campaign will only
be able to reach its goal if it takes
these children into account.”

Perkins promotes inclusion at UNESCO
conference in Geneva

From left, Maria Alejandra Camperi and Valeria Franco, two of the 18 Argentinean graduates

Perkins’ work in the Middle East
made a big impact last fall when
we teamed up with CNN and
International Relief Development to
procure and deliver 20 new Perkins
Braillers® to Iraq’s Al Noor School for
the Blind. The shipment also included

a 72-volume braille dictionary, four
reams of braille paper, and 75 pairs
of sunglasses – protection from the
damaging effects of the desert sun.

The gift dramatically improved learning
for the war-torn school, which had
previously scraped by with very
little equipment.

“We use the braillers to print
books for our pupils and we use the
dictionaries to learn spelling, so, thank
God, all you did was very useful,”
writes Amar Ali, a teacher at Al Noor.
“The braillers are very useful for all
the blind pupils in our school.”

Prior to the Al Noor initiative, Perkins
provided teacher training in nearby
Jordan and trained educators in
Lebanon and Egypt through the
Educational Leadership Program.

Changing the world, one brailler at a time

Perkins has also trained teachers, like this one,
in Jordan
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The 2009 Vision 5K
What: a 5K (3.1 mile) walk/run

When: Sunday June 7, 2009,
9:30-noon (race starts at 10 a.m.)

Where: Boston College,
140 Commonwealth Ave.
(enter through main gate)

Why: To raise awareness and funds
for the blind and visually impaired.

The day will include a Kids Fun Run,
food from local restaurants, music,
and, if you wish, a blindfold
running challenge.

To join the Perkins Team or for more information contact Stephanie Marvel
at Stephanie.marvel@perkins.org or 617-972-7868.

See with your heart.

Greetings
This edition of The Lantern illustrates how 200 years
later the invention of an inspired man led to literacy
for generations of people who are blind. Louis Braille
enabled so many success stories. Similarly, our successes
could not be written without you, our supporters.

Though the economic climate is undeniably challenging, you continue to
give generously. Last year, you helped us serve a record 94,000 people on
campus, in the community and around the world. In the coming months
Perkins will reach out to more and more people so that we can continue
to provide the resources that build independent, successful lives.

Your faith in Perkins is well-placed. Charity Navigator, a premiere evaluator of
non-profits, recently recognized Perkins’ deft financial management with its
much-coveted four-star rating.

We are excited to share this honor with many friends, like you. Your
consistent and continued support is appreciated even more deeply now.

Best wishes,

Ellie Starr
Executive Director, Perkins Trust

Perkins TrustRun with your feet

The Perkins Trust Chair Perkins Trust
Corinne Grousbeck

Trust Board
Katherine Chapman
Frederic M. Clifford
John J. Doran
Janet B. James

Philip L. Ladd
Jon L. Luther
David B. Mazza
Joseph J. O’Donnell
William Schawbel

Perkins

Honor her with a gift that inspires others.

For Perkins, it’s Julia Ward Howe, wife of
school founding director Samuel Gridley
Howe and the woman credited with
inspiring Mother’s Day.

This year, you can honor a woman who
made a difference in your life and support
Perkins at the same time:

• Make a gift of any size to Perkins online and you can send a personalized
Mother’s Day e-card featuring student art like the Superhero seen here.

• Make a $25 gift online and we’ll also send your mom a rose & lavender
sachet, made by a Perkins student.

• Make a $500 gift online and, in addition to the above, we’ll install a
permanent brick that is personalized on the Perkins walkway.

To make a gift visit us at www.Perkins.org/give/mothers-day

Is there a mom who inspired you?

09
Perkins
Possibilities
Gala

2009 Perkins
Possibilities Gala
Thursday, May 7, 2009 • 6:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

Music, fun & possibility at a cocktail reception
and dinner hosted at our beautiful campus.

Gala Co-Chairs
Corinne Grousbeck and Jon Luther

For more information,
contact Emily Goodman at 617-972-7583
or emily.goodman@perkins.org or
visit www.perkins.org/spring09gala
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MAY

Perkins Possibilities Gala
Thursday, May 7, 2009

Volunteer Recognition night
Wednesday, May 13, 2009

Early Connections:
Taking Care of Our Children…
Taking Care of Ourselves
Saturday, May 2, 2009

Educational Leadership
Program Graduation
Mid-May

JUNE

Vision 5K
Sunday, June 7, 2009

Graduation
Friday, June 12, 2009

Alumni Weekend
Friday – Saturday
June 12 - 13, 2009

If you attended Perkins for any length of time, you are invited to the Alumni
Weekend, June 12-13. Connect with old friends and mentors. Attend one of
the many events. Or, just stroll through familiar pathways.

Let us know you’re coming. RSVP Alumni Association President Marie
Hennessey at 617-972-7873 or at alumni@perkins.org.

If you cannot come, please call us anyway. We want to stay in touch.

Are you a member of the Perkins Family?

EVERY GIFT. EVERY DAY.

We call it the Annual Fund, but we could call it the “every day

fund.” Your support makes a difference every day for every one

of the 94,000 people Perkins reaches:

• Buy a child’s first braille book

• Enable a public school student to attend
a Perkins Outreach Weekend

• Provide music therapy to help a child develop
language skills

• Purchase braillers for underfunded classrooms

Your gift to the Annual Fund helps pay for so many things.

Every day.

To make a gift by mail, by phone, or online, visit us at

www.perkins.org/give or call Jennifer Volpe at 617-972-7667.

The Perkins Annual Fund generates possibilities.
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Founded in 1829 as the nation’s
first school for the blind, Perkins
today serves over 94,000 infants and
seniors in their homes; school-age
students on campus and in the
community; and children who are
blind or deafblind in 63 developing
countries. The school is an accredited
member of the New England
Association of Schools and Colleges

and the National Association of
Independent Schools. It is licensed
by the Massachusetts Department
of Elementary and Secondary
Education and Mental Retardation.
Perkins School for the Blind does
not discriminate on the basis of race,
gender, color, creed, nationality,
ethnic origin, or sexual orientation.
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