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Somestoresarenowoffering

stylishlingeriefor plus-sizewomen.

By KATHLEEN E. MOORE
kmoore@repub.com

en Pamela C.
Brantley goes
clothes-shop-
ping, she saun-
ters through the
mall like a
queen visiting

.

her kingdom.
Fabrics are inspected for texture,

flow and color. Accessories need
to be glamorous, not overPower-
ing. Hemlines 'and necklines are
specific to the occasion,the weath-
er, even Brantley's mood.

And, oh yeah, they have to be a
size 18to 20 petite.

"Being plus-size doesn't mean
you are old, and it doesn't mean
you have to wear flowers,"says the
39-year-old Massachu-
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setts Mutual manager.
"I'm not going to wear big flow-

ers or some big bag just because I
am not a size 2. I 'need to wear
clothes that are comfortable,
clothes that flow with me, wherev-
er I am."

Anyone who's met Brantley for
even a moment can attest to her
success. From handbags to hair-
pins, the woman is a fashion diva.

And she is not alone.
The sartorial ambitions of plus-

size women have emerged from
the shadows of the retail industry
over the last 15 years. Stores spe-
cializing in size 14 and above, like
The Avenue, Lane Bryant, Fashion
Bug Plus and Catherines have
exploded in both popularity and
sophistication, offering everything
from underwear to jewelry.

Mainstream clothing meccas
such as Filene's, J. C. Penney's and
Lord and Taylor have also kept
tabs on the trend.
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